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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
f())~ U U~\J\.J~ April 19, 1985 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 Se 1 ect 
CHARLESTON, IL--Rupture of an abandoned four-inch gas line forced 
the evacuation of three buildings at Eastern Illinois University at 11 a.m. 
today. 
Old Main, Blair Hall (a classroom building), and the Student Services 
Building were reopened at 1 p.m. after Central Illinois Public Service Company 
capped the leak. 
The line was broken by a backhoe in a construction project which 
invo1ved excavation for laying lines across Seventh Street from the Power 
Plant to a construction site. 
CIPS said the line had been abandoned but had inadvertantly been 
reconnected and contained gas. University officials said CIPS will disconnect 
the line. 
There were no injuries and no damages except to the line. 
-30-
